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Elaboration of the six levels of thinking in Bloom’s taxonomy 
1 

Remembering 
Can the student 
RECALL 
information?  

2 
Understanding 

Can the student EXPLAIN ideas or concepts?  
 

3 
Applying 

Can the student USE 
the new knowledge in 
another familiar 
situation?  

4 
Analysing 

Can the student 
DIFFERENTIATE 
between and RELATE 
constituent parts?  

5 
Evaluating 

Can the student 
JUSTIFY an opinion, 
decision or course of 
action?  

6 
Creating 

Can the student 
GENERATE new 
products, ideas or ways 
of viewing things?  

Recognising 
Locating knowledge in memory 
that is consistent with presented 
material. 
Synonyms 
• Identifying 
• Finding 
• Selecting 
• Indicating 
 
Recalling 
Retrieving relevant knowledge 
from long-term memory. 
Synonyms 
• Retrieving 
• Naming  
• Reproducing 
 Recounting 

 

•
 
 

Interpreting 
Changing from one form of 
representation to another 
Synonyms: 
• Paraphrasing 
• Translating 
• Representing 
• Clarifying 
• Converting 
• Rewriting 
• Restating 
• Expressing 
 
Exemplifying 
Finding a specific example or 
illustration of a c
Synonyms

oncept or principle 
 

• Instantiating 
• Illustrating... 

ting • Represen
• Giving examples of 

hing 
gory (e.g., 
le). 

• Showing 
 
Classifying 
Determining that somet
belongs to a cate
concept or princip
Synonyms 
• Categorising 
• Subsuming 
• Organising 

 

Summarising 
Drawing a logical conclusion from 
presented information. 
Synonyms  
• Abstracting 
• Generalising 
• Outlining 
• Précising 
 
Inferring 
Abstracting a general theme or 
major point 
Synonyms 
• Extrapolating 

g • Interpolatin
• Predicting 
• Concluding 
• Extending 
• Generalising 

as, objects, etc 

 
Comparing 

orrespondences Detecting c
tbe ween two ide

Synonyms 
n• Contrasti

 
g 

Matching 

cause-and-effect 

•
• Mapping 
 
Explaining 
Constructing a 
model of a system. 
Synonyms 
• Elucidating 
• Constructing models 
 

Executing 
Applying knowledge (often 
procedural) to a routine task. 
Synonyms 
• Carrying out 
• Measuring 
• Constructing 
• Demonstrating 
• Computing 
• Calculating 
• Manipulating 

owledge (often 
o a non-routine task. 

• Operating 
• Preparing 
• Producing 
• Drawing up 
• Practising 
 
Implementing 
Applying kn
procedural) t
Synonyms 
• Using 
• Estimating 

ing 
 Explaining how 
 Verifying 
• Finding 
 
 

• Predicting 
• Solving 
• Changing 
• Discover
•
•

Differentiating 
Distinguishing relevant from 
irrelevant parts or important from 
unimportant parts of presented 
material. 
Synonyms 
• Discriminating 
• Selecting 
• Focusing 
• ng between Distinguishi
• Separating 

g • (Sub)dividin
• Examining  
 

it or 
in a structure. 

• Relating 
 
Organising 
Determining how elements f
function with
Synonyms 
• Outlining 
• Structuring 
• Integrating 
• (Re)arranging 

t of view, 
nt underlying 
  

• Categorising 
• Ordering 
• Deriving 
 
Attributing 

g the poinDeterminin
bias, values, or inte

erial.presented mat
Synonyms 

i• Deconstruct ng 
• Comparing 
• Contrast ing 
• Diagnosing 

Checking 
Detecting inconsistencies or 
fallacies within a process or 
product. 
Determining whether a process or 
product has internal consistency. 
Synonyms 
• Testing 
• Detecting 
• Monitoring 
•  Concluding
• Assessing 
• Appraising 
• Discriminating 
 ning 

 a 
or a given task or 

• Determi
 
Critiquing 
Detecting the appropriateness of
procedure f
problem. 
Synonyms 
• Judging 
• Questioning 

g 

 
• Rating 
• Ranking 
• Valuing 

• Justifying 
• Defending 
• Discussin
• ing Criticis
• Arguing 
• Including

Generating 
Coming up with alternatives or 
hypotheses based on criteria 
Synonyms 
• Hypothesizing 
• Proposing 
• Developing 
• Engendering 
• Synthesising 
 Providing options •

 
Planning 
Devising a procedure for 

ng some task.  accomplishi
Synonyms 
• Designing 
• Formulating 
• g Combinin
• Compiling 

ogether 

• Devising 
• Revising 
• Putting t
• Suggesting 
 
Producing 

uct Inventing a prod
Synonyms 

str• (Re)con ucting 
g  

• Altering 
• Building 
• Enlarging 

• Composin
• Modifying 

 


